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Topics:

 What is DOI and what is it used for?

 Implementation of DOI in Serbia 

 Why the National Library of Serbia?

 doiSerbia repository

 How copyrights are regulated 

 Metadata and improvement of their quality

 Additional activities (online first, retraction, quarantine)

 Increasing visibility and citations

 Presence of our journals on the international scene
(DOAJ, WoS, Scopus)

 Who else can provide DOI in Serbia?



What is DOI?

 “unique alpha-numerical character assigned to a unique 
digital object (article, book chapter etc.)”

 “establishing permanent link to the Internet page where 
document is uploaded” (and it’s constant maintenance)

 connecting data about articles, DOI numbers and url (web) 
addresses is accomplished trough service CrossRef 
(www.crossref.org). That service supports DOI numbers 
database, metadata and links to full text. 

http://www.crossref.org/


• Repository of Serbian scientific 
journals

• Established in 2005
(at the beggining financially  
supported by EIFL, later by the 
Serbian ministry responsible 
for science) 

• 61 title – 56 active

• Full text coverage from 2002
onward

• Over 60.000 articles 

• All articles are equiped with 
DOI

• https://www.doiserbia.nb.rs

doiSerbia

https://www.doiserbia.nb.rs/


Ministry in 
charge for science

National Library 
of Serbia

Journal’s 
publisher

- determines the list of journals 

- provides funding (archive from 2002 onward) 
- enlists the National Library of Serbia

-Implements the DOI system (creates and maintains a digital 
archive, assigns DOI numbers, creates metadata, upload XML 
files to CrossRef)
- Communicates with publishers 
- Manages copyright issues (contracts with publishers)
- Ensures permanent access
- Improves the system

- Agree to the terms and conditions by signing the 
agreement
- Send us the issue content before printing
- Print the DOI number with each article
- Provide digital copies of newly published issues

Rights and obligations



Copyright regulation

Publisher will, as a copyright owner, regulate copyrights with authors of 
articles.



Metadata quality improvements

DoiSerbia  - DoiSerbia – a system implemented in 2005, initially including 5 
journals

In the following years, up to 2012, new titles were added (7–10 annually)
Today, there are 56 active journal titles

From 2005 to 2020, the XML schema contained only the following data:
- journal title
-article collation (volume, issue, pages)
-article title
-authors 
-DOI identifier
-link to the landing page

The landing page contained richer metadata than the XML schema deposited 
to CrossRef (abstract, keywords, link to full text etc.).

01 vsp pocetno - 2005.xml


doiSerbia landing page... 2019



How good is your metadata? 
Jun 2019

https://www.crossref.org/members/prep/

Following an online 
meeting about metadata 
quality with a Crossref 
representative in 2019, 
and based on the 
guidelines provided, we 
improved both the 
quality and scope of the 
data in the XML schema 
deposited with CrossRef

https://www.crossref.org/members/prep/




Reference Linking





From 2020,  we enriched metadata and the following attributes were added to the XML 
schema
1. Author affiliations
2. Author ORCID identifiers
3. Licenses
4. Abstracts (included info about Project/Funder)
5. DOI as a full link

From 2021, the information about the Project was separated from the Abstract field into a 
dedicated field (Project – i.e., Funder – only the Ministry responsible for science + DOI)

From 2022, references/literature were added to the XML schema    
From 2025, a “Free to read” attribute was included in the XML schema

Planned metadata improvements from 2026 include the addition of ROR identifiers (initially 
only for affiliations from Serbia) and Text-mining

Reference Linking – assigning DOI numbers to references via CrossRef – is not planned at 
this time.

Metadata quality improvements 2020-2025

02 vsp sa dodatim AB i Projekat u okviru AB 2020.xml
03 sa izdvojenim poljem za PR 2021.xml
04 vsp najnoviji 2025.xml


How good is your metadata? 
Avgust 2025

https://www.crossref.org/members/prep/



Additional improvements / options –
doiSerbia landing page 2025

Landing page –
mandatory
(Journals using 
OJS have a plugin 
and can host it on 
their OJS 
platform)

OnLine-First
(Ahead of Print 
(AoP))

Useful links
(Cited by, Citation 
export, Email this 
article)



Quarantine –
Articles included in “Articles in Quarantine” are those accepted for 
publishing by the editorial board and published in the Online-First regime, 
but subsequently withdrawn
- Transparent withdrawal notice



Retractions, Erratum, Corrigendum...



Retractions, Erratum, Corrigendum...



Retractions, Erratum, Corrigendum...



Retractions, Erratum, Corrigendum...



Increasing visibility and citations of 
doiSerbia journals ...



... has led to an increased number of journals being 
indexed in international citation databases (WoS, 
Scopus)



Presence of doiSerbia Journals on the International 
Scene

2025 overview

DOAJ Serb / doiSerbia – 200+/33

WoS Serb / doiSerbia – 70/33

Scopus Serb / doiSerbia 111/44



Who else can provide DOI in Serbia?
... several new platforms/providers

• CEON/CEES - Centre for Evaluation in Education and Science (SCIndex -
Srpski citatni indeks)

• University of Belgrade – Faculty of Philology (doiFil)

• University Library in Kragujevac (DOI UBKG)

• Several other providers (scientific institutes)

• Individual journals

Key facts:

• In 2024, Serbia had over 300 journals assigning DOIs to their articles.

• Journals co-funded by the Government of Serbia are obliged/recommended 
to assign DOIs and to support/adopt a Diamond OA policy.

• 2005 – 5 journals assigned DOIs

• 2025 – 300+ journals



To summarize

Regulate copyright issues with your DOI provider

Establish Landing page (OJS plugin)

Assign DOI and print it as a full link on landing page and  in 
every article 

Enrich your metadata (“Free to read” attribute important)

Deposit your metadata in OA repositories to increase journal’s 
visibility and citation 



Thank you for your 
attention 

www.doiserbia.nb.rs


