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Digital repository?
• An online platform that collects, preserves, and 

provides access to scholarly content

• Not an ordinary website or an in-house database!

• Can be institutional, national, 

disciplinary/thematic

Search and browsing



• Structured metadata aligned with 
commonly used  metadata schemas

• Metadata exchange via standard 
protocols

• Persistent Identifiers for research 
outputs (DOIs, handles, or ARKs) to 
make identification and citation 
easier



Access control

Different versions

Submissions are 
checked and must be 

approved by a 
repository manager in 

order to be visible in the 
repository



Visibility

Repositories can provide metadata to search 

engines, aggregators and other services, thereby 

improving the visibility of research outputs.



Visibility

Enhanced discoverability can also 

lead to increased citations.

A paper published in a local print-only 
journal was made available in a repository. 
Thanks to this it was possible for potential 

readers to find (and cite) it.

Citations for 
books



REPOSITORY

OAI-PMH

web scraping
HTML meta tags

Visibility of repositories 

https://explore.openaire.eu/search/dataprovider?datasourceId=openaire____::75f37cb1621f1768ccce5ca9d1701306
https://www.base-search.net/Search/Results?q=dccoll:ftserbianacadais&refid=dctableen
https://core.ac.uk/
https://unpaywall.org/
https://openaccessbutton.org/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?qt=worldcat_org_all&q=%22dais.sanu.ac.rs%22
https://openaccessbutton.org/


Why is it good to have a centralized 
repository?

Saving institutional resources

• No need to invest in equipment, 
services and staff necessary to 
develop and maintain an institutional 
repository

• Reduced administrative burden 
(service provision management, 
contracts, financial management, 
etc.)

Coordination
• Standardized metadata

• Consistent curation practices

• Avoiding duplication of effort 
(e.g. if a publication has authors 
from different institutions, there 
is no need to deposit it in 
multiple repositories/collections)

• Preservation is easier

Distinct profile
• Institutions have their own 

collection and can organize their 
content

• Institutional profile
• Researchers grouped by institution 

• Research outputs grouped by 
institution

• Persistent identifiers assigned to 
deposited research outputs



Integrate the repository into 
institutional workflows
● Use repository data to generate reports

● Deposit master and PhD theses in the repository

● Deposit publications necessary for accreditation 

and promotion procedures in the repository

● Find/provide resources for university courses

● Instead of compiling a list of publications on the 

institutional website, provide a link to the 

repository

https://radar.ibiss.bg.ac.rs/?locale-attribute=en


Current research
Mandate and encourage 
depositing all outputs of 
ongoing research 

Example: A current research 
collection

Build institutional digital archives

Historical publications
Archive historical 
publications (e.g. digitized 
journals and books) to 
document institutional 
research history

Example: All issues of a journal 
published since 1913

Special collections
Showcase unique research 
collections and special 
projects

Example: Visual materials 
collected during a project 

https://dais.sanu.ac.rs/handle/123456789/74
https://dais.sanu.ac.rs/handle/123456789/74
https://dais.sanu.ac.rs/handle/123456789/968
https://dais.sanu.ac.rs/handle/123456789/968
https://dais.sanu.ac.rs/handle/123456789/10741
https://dais.sanu.ac.rs/handle/123456789/10741


https://openscience.ge/entities/orgunit/81253fec-f4e5-4ecc-87b8-1ded9f0b23f7/people https://openscience.ge/entities/orgunit/81253fec-f4e5-4ecc-87b8-1ded9f0b23f7 

https://openscience.ge/entities/orgunit/81253fec-f4e5-4ecc-87b8-1ded9f0b23f7/people
https://openscience.ge/entities/orgunit/81253fec-f4e5-4ecc-87b8-1ded9f0b23f7


How to contribute

Now
● Adopt an institutional open science policy that would require 

researchers to make their publications available in the 

repository

● Insist on depositing the full text of publications

● Collaborate with libraries and publishers to collect available 

digital-born and digitized publications that can be deposited 

in the repository

● Require researchers to provide links to the repository in their 

bibliographies and reports

● Collaborate with the repository team  In the bibliography submitted as evidence for promotion, a 
researcher has provided links to the repository where her 

publications are deposited 



The form used 
to collect 

information for 
author profiles

The form used 
to collect 

information 
about 

publications



How to contribute

After the end of the project
● Allocate local staff to manage 

institutional collections and provide 
training to end users

● Advocate for a national funding model to 
ensure the sustainability of the 
repository

● Include the repository in research 
assessment procedures



milica.sevkusic@eifl.net 

Thank you!

Questions?
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