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EIFL (originally called EIFL Direct) is created as an initiative 
of the Open Society Institute (OSI), now Open Society 
Foundations (OSF), a private grant-making foundation 

that is part of the Soros Foundation.
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EIFL STARTED AS EIFL DIRECT









1999-2018

Total number of full text article 

and book chapter downloads

57,854,054



Over the past 20 years, EIFL has been a forum for 
sharing knowledge and new ideas within a strong 
international community, helping make access to 
library e-resources in Slovenia considerably more 
effective. 

Karmen Štular Sotošek
EIFL Country Coordinator in Slovenia

TESTIMONIES

EIFL helped solve challenges faced by Nepalese 
researchers and scholars by providing access 

to online databases.

Jagadish Aryal
EIFL Country Coordinator in Nepal



EIFL has uncovered a treasure trove of e-
Resources for teaching, learning and research 
in Myanmar, leading to a dramatic change for 
universities and academic libraries.

Myat Sann Nyein
Local Coordinator EIFL eLibrary Myanmar 

Project

TESTIMONIES

EIFL continues to play a prominent role, 
developing a culture which encourages the use of 
electronic information resources in Ukraine and 
other Eastern European countries.

Oleksii Vasyliev
EIFL Country Coordinator in Ukraine



EIFL was one of the original signatories to the 
Budapest Open Access Initiative, which first 

coined the term "Open Access".

SIGNS THE BUDAPEST 

OPEN ACCESS DECLARATION

2002 – 2012 – 2017



EIFL’S CONTRIBUTION TO OA

Awareness raising, advocacy and training OA:

From 2004 to 2018, EIFL:

• Trained 250,000+ people in open access, open 

data and open science;

• Led or organized 1,100+ training events;

• Reached 69 countries in Africa, Asia and Europe.



EIFL’S CONTRIBUTION TO OA

Setting up infrastructure for open access through 
institutional repositories

• 2005 first OA repository 
at the University of 
Zimbabwe

• In 2019 we have 

1,100+ in our network.



EIFL’S CONTRIBUTION TO OA

Established two entities / founding
members of

• COAR - an international 
association that brings together 
the repository community and 
major repository networks in 
order build capacity, align policies 
and practices, and acts as a global 
voice for the repository 
community

• OpenAIRE - European Open 
Science Infrastructure for open 
scholarly communication



EIFL’S CONTRIBUTION TO OA

Advocated for and supported drafting of institutional 
and national open access policies mandating open 
access to research outputs

• 158 institutions in the EIFL network have 

adopted OA policies. 

• 6 national OA policies: Czech Republic, Ethiopia, 

Lithuania, Serbia, Slovakia and Slovenia



Thanks to EIFL, Kenya has significantly advanced 
openness in science and research and benefited from 
free and affordable subscriptions.

Arnold Mwanzu
EIFL Country Coordinator in Kenya

TESTIMONIES

EIFL has helped Palestinian universities to set up 
institutional open access repositories and open their 

research and publications to the world.

Diana Sayej Naser
EIFL Country Coordinator in Palestine

Since joining EIFL Uganda has seen a tremendous 
increase in open access awareness and implementation.

David Bukenya
EIFL Country Coordinator in Uganda



EIFL’S ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN 

INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT REFORM

• In 2005, observer status at the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO)

• Libraries on the WIPO agenda! We have a draft ‘Treaty 
Proposal on Limitations and Exceptions for Libraries and 
Archives (TLIB)’.

• Supported ‘The Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to 
Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually 
Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled’ at WIPO and
contributed to ratification of the Treaty by 17 EIFL 
countries (20% of overall countries):

Azerbaijan, Botswana, Estonia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lesotho, Lithuania, 
Malawi, Moldova, Mongolia, Poland, Russia, 
Slovenia, Thailand and Uganda.



RESOURCES ON COPYRIGHT

The most famous:

• Copyright for Librarians, available in 9 languages. 

• EIFL Draft Law on Copyright & Rate My Copyright Law
& The EIFL Core Library Exceptions Checklist

• EIFL Handbook on Copyright and Related Issues for 
Libraries, available in 7 languages

• The Marrakesh Treaty: an EIFL Guide for Libraries, 
available in 8 languages

• Getting Started. Implementing the Marrakesh Treaty
for Persons with Print Disabilities, available in 4 
languages

Produced many resources to support advocacy and capacity 
building of librarians – 143 in 14 languages



INFLUENCED COPYRIGHT LAWS

• Helped shape copyright laws or draft 
laws of 14 countries

o Laws adopted: Poland, Kyrgyzstan, 
Mongolia, Moldova, Ukraine, 
Myanmar, Kuwait

o Draft laws: Armenia, Belarus, 
Botswana, Kenya, Palestine, South 
Africa and Nigeria



TESTIMONIES

Created a network of copyright librarians who 
are knowledgeable about copyright and can 
advocate with their governments for change.

In order to achieve library friendly copyright legislation 
EIFL has helped Estonia form a clear and 
understandable position by encouraging and supporting 
action.

Karmen Linask
EIFL Coordinator in Estonia



In Poland EIFL taught us the importance of advocacy, 
invested in the education of local leaders and experts and 
built structures and networks for the benefit of libraries, 
librarians and local communities.

Barbara Szczepańska
EIFL Coordinator in Poland

TESTIMONIES

EIFL has empowered librarians in Botswana through building 
skills in areas such as copyright and open access. This made 

them better able to serve their communities, especially in the 
provision of digital knowledge. 

Kgomotso Radijeng
EIFL Coordinator in Botswana

EIFL has been a great source of information and help to 
me in my work, it has been very supportive of our 
Copyright Amendment Bill and has provided useful 
resources and documents. 

Denise Nicholson
former EIFL IP coordinator in South Africa 



CHANGED PERCEPTIONS OF PUBLIC 

LIBRARIES

In 2009 libraries were about books and reading. 

Now many of them are equipped with technology -



EIFL-PLIP IN NUMBERS

From 2009 - 2019 the EIFL Public Library Innovation

Programme worked with 869 public libraries in 27 
countries in Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America. 

1224 public librarians directly benefited from EIFL-
PLIP training:

• use of technology 

• developing and managing new library services;

• advocacy.



PUBLIC LIBRARY IMPROVEMENTS

In Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Ghana, Zambia:

• Improved library infrastructure (connectivity and 
computers)

• Trained 75 librarians to serve as trainers



LIBRARIES AND DEVELOPMENT

Public libraries have been recognized as partners in 
development.



Since our first PLIP grant in 2010 we have been 
innovating in bigger and better ways, pushing the 
boundaries of library impact in Africa!  

Jane Kinney Meyers
President, Lubuto Library Partners

TESTIMONIES

I have definitely become a better librarian and leader 
after the training. Thank you EIFL for including me as a 

participant in this life-changing program, my life will 
never be the same!!! 

Fatima Demohey
Chief Librarian, Lusaka City Council



TESTIMONIES

The 'IT Yurt' project, which EIFL-PLIP funded, was copied in all 
public libraries in our region and today they are all training people 
to use computers and enter the modern virtual space. We 
constantly track innovations through the EIFL-PLIP website and 
are inspired by the achievements libraries in other countries.

Bibigul Shagiyeva
Deputy Director, East Kazakhstan Regional Public Library

The EIFL Public Library Innovation award has put us on 
the map in our country (Philippines), enabling us to 
inspire other librarians to replicate our activities and 
practices! 

Jessica Clarito
Officer in charge of Butuan Public Library, Phillipines



EIFL STAFF MEMBERS OF VARIOUS BOARDS



EIFL as an organization and its staff
won numerous awards. 





















MAJOR PRIVATE DONORS IN THE 

US AND EUROPE



EIFL has become a “window to Europe” for academic 
and university libraries from Moldova. 

Silvia Ghinculov
EIFL Country Coordinator in Moldova

TESTIMONIES

EIFL has greatly supported us in Ethiopia over the years.

Derib Erget
EIFL Country Coordinator

EIFL has enhanced access to electronic information 
in Malawi’s libraries, increasing internet bandwidth 
and enabling universities to establish important 
open access policies.

Geoffrey Salanje
EIFL Country Coordinator



EIFL is a key partner in Latvia, the warmest of 
thanks to EIFL staff for travelling on the road with 
us towards modern and advanced libraries!

Agrita Sagalajeva
EIFL Country Coordinator

TESTIMONIES

EIFL has paved the road to help all countries reach 
the same level as other well-developed nations, 

for a fraction of the price.

Emilija Banionytė
EIFL Copyright Coordinator in Lithuania



TESTIMONIES

EIFL played a significant role in establishing the 
Zambian library consortium!

Eness Chitumbo
EIFL Country Coordinator

EIFL is one of the best things that happened to 
Northern Macedonian librarianship in the past two 
decades.

Miodrag Dadasovic
EIFL Country Coordinator



20 years of EIFL –
remembering our meetings



GA2005 – Vilnius, Lithuania



GA2006 – Amman, Jordan



GA2007 – Belgrade, Serbia



GA2008 – Sofia, Bulgaria



GA2009 – Alexandria, Egypt



GA2010 – Lund, Sweden



GA2011 – Minsk, Belarus



GA2012 – Yerevan, Armenia



GA2013 – Istanbul, Turkey



GA2014 – Istanbul, Turkey



GA2015 – Riga, Latvia



GA2016 – Chisinau, Moldova



GA2017 – Tbilisi, Georgia



GA2018 – Doha, Qatar



WELCOME TO BISHKEK! 

www.eifl.net


