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Technology enabled 
networking & 
collaboration
Over 35% of articles published in journals are 
based on international collaboration (compared 
with 25% 15 years ago)

Science is increasingly interdisciplinary

Novel communication technologies permit 
modes of interaction that exploit the collective 
intelligence of the scientific community





“It felt like the difference 
between driving a car 
and pushing it” (Tim 
Gowers)



Open access (OA) is free, 
immediate, online access to 
the results of research, 
coupled with the right to use 
those results in new and 
innovative ways



OA for researchers

increased visibility

usage 

& impact for their work

new contacts & research partnerships



OA for research 
institutions
publicises University's research strengths

complete record of the research output in 
easily accessible form

new tools to manage University's impact 



OA for publishers 

increased readership & citations 
visibility & impact

the best possible dissemination 
service for research























800+ scholarly societies 
embrace OA

(Peter Suber & Caroline Sutton)



European 
Commission

A study funded by the 
European Commission 
(EC) suggests that OA 
is reaching the tipping 
point, with around 50% 
of scientific papers 
published in 2011 
now available for free.
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-786_en.htm?locale=en 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-786_en.htm?locale=en


“The tipping point for OA (more than 50% 
of the papers available for free) has been 
reached in several countries, including 
Brazil, Croatia, Estonia, Lithuania, 
Macedonia, Switzerland, the Netherlands, 
the US, as well as in biomedical research, 
biology, and mathematics and statistics.” 
Eric Archambault, Didier Amyot, Philippe Deschamps, Aurore Nicol, 
Lise Rebout & Guillaume Roberge: Proportion of Open Access 
Peer-Reviewed Papers at the European and World Levels—2004-
2011 (August 2013)

http://www.science-metrix.com/pdf/SM_EC_OA_Availability_2004-2011.pdf   

http://www.science-metrix.com/pdf/SM_EC_OA_Availability_2004-2011.pdf


OA policies: the majority of 48 major 
science funders considered both OA 
publications in journals & self-archiving 
in OA repositories. 

More than 75% accepted embargo 
periods of between six to 12 months.
Eric Archambault, Didier Amyot, Philippe Deschamps, Aurore Nicol, 
Lise Rebout & Guillaume Roberge: Proportion of Open Access 
Peer-Reviewed Papers at the European and World Levels—2004-
2011 (August 2013)

http://www.science-metrix.com/pdf/SM_EC_OA_Availability_2004-2011.pdf   

http://www.science-metrix.com/pdf/SM_EC_OA_Availability_2004-2011.pdf




OA is now required by law in 
Argentina



and in Peru



and in Mexico







Swan, A.



Swan, A. 













How OA benefits your 
work and career
Distribution and usage 

Immediate access to your research output for 
everyone upon official publication 

More visibility & usage

Immediate impact of your work

Intensification of research through fast 
dissemination and use of research;

Possibly a citation advantage as well 



How OA benefits your 
work and career (2)

Plus: 

Monitoring of your research output  

Preservation of your research output by 
your library 

Keep your rights instead of signing them 
away



“Michael Faraday’s advice to his junior colleague to: 
“Work. Finish. Publish.” needs to be revised. It 
shouldn’t be enough to publish a paper anymore. If 
we want open science to flourish, we should raise our 
expectations to: “Work. Finish. Publish. Release.” 
That is, your research shouldn’t be considered 
complete until the data and meta-data is put up on the 
web for other people to use, until the code is 
documented and released, and until the comments 
start coming in to your blog post announcing the 
paper. If our general expectations of what it means to 
complete a project are raised to this level, the 
scientific community will start doing these activities as 
a matter of course.” 

(What, exactly, is Open Science? by Dan Gezelter: 
http://www.openscience.org/blog/?p=269 )

http://www.openscience.org/blog/?p=269


Sharing http://xkcd.com/1228/ 

http://xkcd.com/1228/


Thank you
Questions?
iryna.kuchma@eifl.net 

www.eifl.net
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